
Year 1: Together we’re unlimited 



Children are like snowflakes… Each one is unique. Each 
one special. Each one a gift from Heaven.”  

– Unknown author 

 

What a wonderful description of what a child is. Snowflakes are 
not only unique. They are also beautiful. Delicate. One child 
cannot be compared with or measured against another. Not even 
with his or her sibling Photo courtesy of AnnaKika  (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution 





  

Welcome to Year One 

Our Team 
 

Class Teacher: Miss Cook 

Teaching Assistant (TA): Mr Eddington (mornings) and  

Mr Bowen (afternoons) 

P.E. coach: Mr Smith 

Science teacher: Mrs Boyle 



  

Housekeeping 

Please make sure your child’s uniforms are named 

P.E.: We have P.E twice a week. On Thursdays with myself and on Fridays with Mr Smith. 

It is very important your child has a full P.E. kit in school with them everyday and taken home to wash on a Friday. P.E. is compulsory and if a 
child doesn’t have the correct kit, it means they will have to borrow kit from another child in the school. This is not ideal . 

Please ensure your child has a pair of trainers (no plimsoles for outdoor games). 

Also, as well as shorts and the yellow t-shirt, please could children also have a tracksuit in their P.E. bags as it will begin to get colder.  

Earrings must be removed. Teachers cannot remove earrings. 

Fruit 

Children in KS1 receive free fruit for break-times. 

Water 

Please ensure pupils have a named water bottle with them.  

There is a water fountain in the classroom where the children may refill their water bottle. 

 

 



  

Homework 

• Homework will consist of a Maths and an English task.  

• Homework is set on Friday and due back by the following Wednesday.  

• Encourage your child to be responsible for remembering to complete and return their homework on 
time.  

• Supporting your child is a fantastic way of understanding your child’s ability, strengthening 
relationships and boosting your child’s confidence. 

• Have a clear, quiet space for completing homework. 



  

Reading 



  

Reading 

• Please read with your child every night and record this in their reading record.  

 

• Reading records should live in school bags please. 

 

• Books will be changed every week. 

 
 

 

 



  

Literal Questions 

These are simple questions where children are asked a fact from within the story (i.e., the information is 
literally within the text). For example: “What was the pirate’s name?” “Can you remember who was on 
the boat?” “What happened after they got off the boat?”  

Asking your child to summarise the main idea/events in the story requires them to rephrase the story in 
their own words.  Or asking them to recall comparisons between characters/events/places in the story 
(e.g., talking about differences between the greedy and generous pirate) allows opportunities for further 
discussion. Literal questions are a good way of assessing your children’s memory and understanding of 
the story. 

 

. 



  

Inference Questions 

Inference questions need children to look beyond the text and give information that was not specifically 
provided, but which was implied (i.e., children need to ‘read between the lines’).  For example, “What do 
you think happened next?” “Why do you think he did that?”  “How do you think the pirate felt when he was 
left behind?” These questions typically require a greater level of cognitive and language skill than literal 
questions (both to know the answer and explain the answer). 

 



  

Evaluative Questions 

Finally, evaluative questions require children to read behind and beyond the lines; that is, evaluate 
information within the story based on their own personal knowledge and experience.  In these types of 
questions, children should be encouraged to give (and support) their opinion about an aspect of the 
story (i.e., character, action, event).  For example “Do you think he should have done that?” “Do you think 
the Pirates were very different from each other?” 

 

Take time to think about the questions and discussions that you have with your 

child as you read with them, but most importantly, enjoy sharing these stories 

together. 



  

Spelling 

• Sheets with spellings for the whole term will be handed out soon.  

• Every week your child will be given a practise sheet in for them to complete in their homework books. 



  

ASSESSMENT 

• Teachers are assessing all of the time less formally through observations and focus group teaching. 

• Marking, peer and self assessment are also ways of measuring your child’s understanding. 

• Formal assessments of learning are carried out each term.  

• Marking is shared with children to ensure they are aware of their next steps and they are expected to 
respond to this. 

• I am always willing to support parents with ideas from home. 



  

Groupings 

• Children have Maths and English  every morning . 

•  Children are grouped for Maths and English and have table places accordingly. 

• Sets based on children’s attainment from the previous year and from assessments carried out this 
academic year. 

• There are three groups: Children working towards the expected standard, children working at the 
expected standard and children working at greater depth within the expected standard. 

• Sets are flexible – reviewed and monitored regularly. 

• Next steps in marking will help children to be aware of areas to work on. 



  

Topics for this year 

As Geographers we will be……… 

Learning about the geography of Africa in the Autumn Term. 

 

As Historians we will be………..  

Learning about the life of historical, powerful women in the Spring Term. Year one will be focusing on Florence Nightingale. 

In the Summer Term, we will be learning about Transport changes from the 1950s.  

 



  

Plea for Art aprons/ old shirts 



  

New Can Be… 

Exciting 

Fun 

Worrying 



  

New Things, Sometimes, Just Don’t Feel Right! 



  

Look at These! 

These were once 

new! 



  

So in the Year Ahead… 

Work hard 

try your best 

and wear out your shoes! 



  

Any Questions ? 




