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 Year R Spring 2017 - Newsletter
Thank you all for your very kind welcome. The children have all now settled well into the Reception class and I am looking forward to seeing their continual progress throughout this term. 

I will be teaching the class supported by Mrs. Vaughey on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays and Mrs. Fowler on Thursdays and Fridays. 
All the children’s learning will continue to be theme-based. Through each theme the seven areas of learning will be taught. 
Our theme this half term is ‘At the Toy Shop’. After half term, our theme will be ‘Magical Mystery Tour’.
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This half term, our value is LOVE.  After half term our value will be HOPE.








And finally…

If you have any quick questions or concerns please do not hesitate to speak to me in the in the morning before school or at the end of the day, the latter is more preferable as I prefer to be with the children in the classroom as soon as possible. I am very happy to help with any worries you may have. If you would like to speak with me more privately, please see me or contact the school office to arrange an appointment. There will be a weekly letter which will outline the children’s learning that week and any additional information for the next week. Please do check the school website which lists all the key dates for the spring term.

Thank you for your support and I am confident that all the children will enjoy their second term in Reception. 
Mrs. M. Holmes
Year R class teacher
 Vx 
Diary Dates
Friday 20th January: Author visit (David Fuller) coming to talk about his new books. When school ends, there will be the opportunity to purchase David Fuller’s books and ask for his signature in the Year 1 classroom. 

Friday 27th January: PTFA Quiz, 7:30 p.m.

World Book Day: 2nd March, bring in your favourite fantasy/adventure story.
Reception will have their own Class Collective Worship during the Summer Term.

Please note all diary dates and information is available on the school website. 
Literacy


This term in Phonics, we will be starting Phase 3 from Letters and Sounds. You may wish to Google this as there are lots of fun games and activities to support children’s learning. The children will then be applying new learning, in order to segment and blend sounds in order to make continued progress in reading. Please hear your child read every day and please ask them questions about what they have read. Could you then write in their home reading record and comment on their enjoyment and progress?


In writing, the children will continue to learn and practice letter formation. They will also attempt to apply phonic skills in order to write words and simple sentences.


They will listen to and join in with stories, non- fiction books and poems. They will continue to learn about the structure of stories and different characters. They will also begin to learn simple comprehension skills through questions about stories they have read or heard during class story time. 





Maths 


Maths will be taught through fun, practical and real life activities. 


The children will count, read and order numbers from 1-20 and practise forming these numerals accurately. They will also learn how to estimate objects and check by carefully counting. They will learn and name the properties of 2D and 3 D shapes. After half term, the children will be consolidating their Maths skills and leaning about more and less. The children will use everyday language to talk about weight, time and money. Computation skills of adding will be taught by finding the total of items in two groups by counting all of them. Subtraction will be taught by taking away and counting how many are left. Both of these maths operations will be taught practically and using number lines. 





Beaulieu: Monday 26th – Wednesday 28th September 


As you know, our residential trip to Beaulieu is fast approaching.  Please ensure any outstanding forms are handed in by Friday 9th September at the very latest.  If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me. 





PPA


On Wednesday mornings, I have my weekly non-contact time.  During this time the children will be taught by Mrs. Lane.











Physical Development


The children’s gross and fine motor skills will be taught through the themes mentioned above. Please support your child with fastening, unfastening clothing as this will help them when they are independently getting ready for P.E. The children will have a PE lesson on Thursday mornings in the hall. Later in the year, they will have P.E. outside. As the children have access to our outside learning area, this provides the opportunity to promote their physical skills. Please ensure your child has the correct P.E kit, a navy blue shorts/tracksuit bottoms and navy blue/yellow T-shirts.  Please make sure all items of your child’s P.E kit are named.  P.E kits should be brought to school and can remain until half term, unless you prefer to take home more regularly. 








PSED


Your child will be learning about how to manage their feelings and behaviour, how to have good relationships with other people and to increase their self confidence and self awareness. We will be introducing ‘Circle time’ which provides the opportunity to share problems and successes in a safe and secure environment. 





Uniform 


Please check ALL items of your child’s uniform, including coats and bags are clearly labelled to help them become more responsible and independent.  The school uniform is grey trousers or skirt/dress with a yellow polo shirt and blue Nutfield Church jumper/cardigan.  Jewellery should be kept to a minimum for health and safety reasons and shoes should be dark coloured and must be sensible and weather appropriate.  








Expressive Arts and Design


In the creative area the children will be given the opportunity to use their imaginations to make and create using a variety of media. This will be achieved through child initiated and adult focused activities 


In music, the children will be singing songs, making music and creating dance. They will experiment with different ways of changing these themes. 


The children will be learning to use and explore a variety of materials; they will experiment with colour, design, textile, shape and form. 


After half term, they will be making Easter items which will link with our R.E. topic, The Easter Story. 





Understanding the World


The children will continue to learn about different people and communities. The children will understand how there are similarities and differences between people. They will learn how to show care and concerns for living things and their environment. 


As part of the whole school community, the children will now attend Collective Worship on Mondays and Fridays. This is a shared opportunity to learn about God and to reflect together quietly. We will also attend class Collective Worship and the Reception class will have this exciting opportunity during the summer term. You will all be welcome to come along.








R.E


This will continue to be taught across the school on Wednesday afternoons.  This term the children will be learning about Who Cares for This Special World and Why? After half term, they will learn about the Easter Story and why this is such an important celebration for Christians. 








