
English  
Please read regularly at home with 
your child as this is very important 
for the development of their reading 
and writing skills. We appreciate your 
help to look after your child ’s reading 
record and ensure they are signed 
regularly and are kept in your child ’s 
book bag at all times. Our English 
lessons will be based around 
immersing ourselves within a range of 
books. We will begin by writing our 
names and simple sentences.  
 

Phonics  
We will begin to recap the Phase 2 
phonemes (sounds) that the children 
may have covered in their nursery 
settings. After this, we will move on to 
learning the Phase 3 phonemes. Please 
encourage your children to 
consolidate their understanding of 
these by using this knowledge while 
reading books.  

Homework 
Homework books will be sent home on 
Fridays and should be handed back in 
by the following Wednesday. We also 
send a weekly homework letter which 
contains a brief overview of our 
learning throughout the week. There 
will also be a voluntary activity for 
the children, to reinforce their 
learning. Please feel free to cover these 
books to keep them looking smart.  
 

Maths 
In Maths this term we are learning to 
read and write numbers to 20 and 
count them, both forwards and 
backwards. We will also be using our 
knowledge to solve addition and 
subtraction sums. We will move on to 
learn about a range of 2D shapes and 
sort them based on their properties. 
The children will begin to investigate 
length and height in practical ways 
such as using their handprints to 
measure the height of objects.  
 
PSED (Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development)  
This is a crucial part of the children’s 
learning. They will be encouraged to 
create friendships and develop their 
ability to share and work with others.   
We will be exploring emotions and 
assisting the children to identify and 
describe how they feel.  

Physical development  
During this half term, the children 
will do PE in their school uniform so 
no PE kit is needed. After half term, 
the children will start practising 
getting dressed. Please ensure children 
have the correct P.E kit: navy blue 
shorts/tracksuit bottoms and yellow T-
shirts. Please make sure all items of 
your child ’s P.E kit are named. 
 

Year R  
Autumn Term Newsletter 2018 

Welcome to Year R! I am very excited to meet all of your children and hope 
they have a happy, settled and confident start to their first year of school. I will be 
teaching the class, supported by Mr Eddington. All the children’s learning will be 
theme- based. Our topic this term will be ‘All About Me!’ Our topic after half term 
will be Transport. Our first school values this term is Community and after half 
term will become Peace.  



Dates to remember:  
27.9.18 Year R Coffee Morning 8.45am – 
10.00am Please do come along! 
3.10.18 October Harvest Service (Christ 
Church) 1.30–2.30pm 
15.10.18 PTFA Cinema night 3.15–5.15pm 
22.10.18 – 26.10.18 Half Term 
12.11.18 School  Photographer–Families and 
Individual 
27.11.18 – 29.11.18 Parents Evening 3.30-6pm 
12.12.18 – 13.11.18 Nativity Play 2-3pm 
14.12.18 Christmas Service (Christ Church) 
1.30–2.30pm 
19.12.18 Last Day of Term  

PPA 
On Thursday morning, I have my 
weekly non-contact time. During this 
time, the children will be taught by 
Mrs Lane, the schools HLTA (Higher 
Level Teaching Assistant). Mrs Lane 
met and spent time with all of the 
children on the transition days at the 
beginning of September. Thursday 
mornings will follow the normal 
routine. On alternative Fridays, the 
class will be taught by Mrs Rutter. She 
has been to meet and spent time with 
the class this week.  

Understanding the World 
This term we will be thinking about the 
people around us, specifically our 
family. We will be considering the 
similarities and differences within 
people’s families by looking at their 
customs and routines.  
We will also be exploring how to use a 
range of technology, including a 
computer, Ipad and Bee-bot. These will 
be constantly available for the children 
to explore and work with throughout 
our day.  

RE  
Our focus this term will be ‘Who made 
this wonderful world?’ and our topic 
after half term will be ‘Christmas’, 
these will link to our termly school 
values. There are daily whole school 
Collective Worship times where we will 
be extending our learning and 
understanding of our school values 
within our Christian community. 
Reception will begin the year by 
attending all Friday celebration 
Collective Worships and will 
progressively attend more throughout 
the year.  

Expressive Arts and design 
Arts are a very important part of our 
learning in Reception. The children are 
encouraged to create their own 
sculptures and pictures using a range 
of medias, such as paint, chalk, coloured 
pencils, clay and collage. We have a 
‘junk modelling’ area, where the 
children can use different recycled 
objects such as yoghurt pots, cardboard 
boxes, milk cartons and toilet rolls. If 
you have anything you would like to 
donate to this area, please bring it into 
school.  

Uniform 
Please adhere to the school ’s uniform 
policy which can be found on the 
website and ensure that all items have 
been named. As the winter closes in, 
please ensure your child brings a 
named coat daily. Wellies are also 
advised for our outdoor learning, 
please ensure these are named. These 
stay in school and will be returned at 
the end of each term.  
 
Please let me know if you have any 
questions.  
Miss Johnston and Mr Eddington 
 
 


