
English  
This term we will be using the fantasy text 
‘Leon and the Place Between’ by Angela 
McAllister as the foundation for our work. 
Your child will create an abridged version of 
the story focusing on the key moments which 
happen to the lead character Leon. The 
children will be given ample opportunity to 
explore their creative ideas through drama. 
We will be using various drama techniques 
including frozen image and thought 
tracking. Such practical work aids children 
greatly in the process of creative writing 
enabling them to ‘try out’ their ideas before 
writing them down.  
Thank you for all your support in reading 
with your child at home. Please continue to 
read a variety of genres with your child 
including myths and legends, poetry and 
play scripts. Encourage your child to read 
each night independently so they can foster a 
real love of reading for themselves. Please 
ensure the yellow reading diaries are filled in 
each time your child has read and are 
always kept in their school bags.  

Maths  
We will start the term by extending our 
knowledge of place value; looking into the 
place value of numbers up to 1000. This is 
a key mathematical skill and plays an 
extremely important role in helping the 
children to understand and progress in 
other areas of number. We will also be 
focusing on adding and subtracting 
numbers up to 500 mentally and using the 
inverse to check our answers. Last term 
we focused on our 2, 3, 4 and 5 times 
tables. This term we are focusing on 
learning our 3, 4 and 8 times tables. Please 
practise these at home. We will also be 
focusing on applying the knowledge and 
methods taught during Maths lessons, 
using word problems, challenges and 
setting up role plays; the children will be 
able to apply their learning to real life 
examples and explain how they know an 
answer is correct. 

Science 
During our first half term, our topic will be 
‘Rocks’. The children will be learning to 
compare and group together different kinds of 
rocks according to their appearance and 
simple physical properties. They will learn to 
describe how fossils are formed and recognise 
that soils are made from rocks and organic 
matter. After half term, our topic will be 
‘Plants’. The children will be learning to 
identify and describe the functions of 
different parts of flowering plants: roots, 
stem/trunk, leaves and flowers and 
investigate the way in which water is 
transported within plants. 

PPA 
My weekly non-contact time will be on a 
Thursday afternoon. The children will be 
taught French and PSHE during this time 
by Mrs Lane and Ms Wilkinson and PE 
with Mr Smith.  
 

Homework 
The children will have a homework book and 
will be set work on Friday which must be 
completed and handed back in by the 
following Wednesday.  We will have a weekly 
spelling and times table tests on Friday 
afternoons.  
 

Year 3 Spring Term Newsletter 
Welcome back to Year 3! We hope you have 
all had a wonderful and relaxing Christmas holiday and the children are ready for an 
action-packed and exciting term. Miss Wilkinson and I are all very thankful for your 

generosity this Christmas. This half term our value is WISDOM and after half term our value 
will be HOPE. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any quick questions or concerns please feel free to catch me in the playground at 
the end of the day. If you would like to speak me more privately, please let me know or 
contact the school office to arrange an appointment. Please do keep an eye on the school 
website which lists all the key dates for the Spring term.   
Best wishes, Mrs Rutter and Ms Wilkinson                                                                                                             

Philosophy and PSHE 
We encourage our children to 
listen and respond with 
thoughtfulness and respect. 
We will continue to teach 
Philosophy for Children to 
facilitate critical and deeper 
thinking and provide 
opportunities for children to 
practise these skills across the 
curriculum. Mrs Lane will 
also be teaching P.S.H.E on a 
Thursday afternoon. 

Uniform 
Please check that ALL items 
of your child’s uniform, 
including coats and bags, are 
clearly labelled and ensure 
your child has a winter coat 
during the colder months. 

Expressive Arts  
Our Art focus for this term is to use a range of string/ 
thread/ wool to stitch and to learn a range of stitches.  
The children will be learning to sew buttons and other 
fabrics and textures to create a group sewing project 
inspired by our work on The Shang Dynasty.  In Music 
this term the children will be learning how to sing and 
play the song ‘Three Little Birds’ by Bob Marley. 

P.E 
P.E will continue to be on a Wednesday afternoon with Mr 
Smith and Ms Wilkinson. Please ensure your child has the 
correct, named P.E kit on this day: navy blue shorts/navy 
tracksuit bottoms, yellow T-shirts and trainers. P.E. kits 
should be brought to school on Monday and will be sent 
home on Thursday for washing. Swimming lessons will 
continue to be on a Friday morning. As with last term, the 
children need a named towel, swimming costume, goggles 
and swimming cap in a named bag. The children will be 
provided with a snack but if you would like to provide your 
child with a healthy snack.  If your child is unable to access 
a P.E lesson due to injury or illness, please write a note to 
let us know. ALL earrings must be taken out for both of 
these P.E sessions. 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
This term in Knowledge and Understanding of the World, 
we will be studying ‘The Shang Dynasty’ and the 
achievements of the earliest civilization. The children will 
be able to describe the characteristic features of the past, 
including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children. We will be using dates on a time 
line to place events, artefacts and historical figures. The 
children will gain an understanding of the concept of 
change over time and will be able to use appropriate 
historical vocabulary. 

R.E 
R.E will continue to be taught 
across the school on a Tuesday 
afternoon. This half term the 
children will be learning about 
Christianity - in particular; 
‘How did belief in God affect the 
actions of people in the old 
testament?’ After half term we 
will be asking ‘How do Christians 
believe following Jesus’ new 
commandment and his two 
greatest commandments make a 
difference?’ and  learning about 
‘Easter: Who is the most 
important person in the Easter 
Story? 

Dates to remember: 
14.1.19 – After school club reply slips to be returned 
15.1.19 - Chinese Ribbon Dance Workshop – Years 3 and 4 
17.1.19 – Club place letters sent home 
21.1.19 – After school clubs start 
18.2.19- 22.2.19 – Half term 
 
 


