
 
  
 

Year 4 Autumn Term Newsletter 
Welcome to Year 4!   

We hope you had a wonderful summer and the children are ready for an action-packed term.   
This half term, our value is COMMUNITY.  After half term our value will be PEACE. 

 

English  
This year we will continue to focus on the 
application of accurate grammar and 
punctuation in Reading and Writing.  Much 
of this work will be taught through high 
quality texts which afford the children a 
range of opportunities to explore concepts 
and the use of language through drama, art 
and role play in addition to extending their 
Reading and Writing skills.  There will of 
course, be many opportunities for 
performance.  Guided Reading sessions will 
focus on the children’s comprehension skills. 
We expect all children to read regularly at 
home and ask that yellow reading diaries 
“live” in school bags so they can be accessed 
at school and at home.  We encourage the 
children to write about their reading in these 
books and we appreciate your comments 
about their progress.  Please do ensure the 
diaries are signed regularly by you.   

Maths  
We will begin our work in Maths this term 
by recapping and extending our knowledge 
of place value, up to at least 1000.  This is a 
key mathematical concept and plays an 
important role in helping children to 
understand and progress in all other areas of 
number.  This term we will also look at 
decimals and the relationship between 
decimals and fractions.  Through the year the 
children will continue to learn their times 
tables (all the way up to the 12’s) and become 
much faster at finding the answer to 
multiplication and other mental Maths 
questions. We will also be focusing on the 
application of the knowledge and methods we 
teach, using word problems and by 
challenging the children to provide their own 
examples and to explain how they know an 
answer is correct. 

Science, Computing and Design Technology 
During the first half term our topic will be 
Sound.  The children will recognise that 
sounds are made through vibration. After 
half term, we will be learning about States of 
Matter.  This will involve comparing and 
grouping materials according to whether 
they are solid, liquid or gas. Over the year, 
the children will continue to use laptops and 
tablets for the creation and manipulation of 
high quality images, text, animations and 
videos.  They will begin to publish their work 
online and understand how to use a 
computer’s power to analyse data and will 
use coding to create their own games. The 
children will also learn how to use the 
internet for research purposes whilst discrete 
lessons will help the children learn about 
staying safe online. 

R.E 

This will continue to be taught on Tuesday 
afternoons.  This term, the children will be 
learning about Hinduism, in particular, the 
daily practices and what life is like as a 
Hindu. After half term, we will be thinking 
about the concept of Wisdom and in the run 
up to Christmas, our unit is called Jesus and 
the gift of Peace; giving the children the 
opportunity to learn what the Bible teaches 
about peace and how to find peace within 
ourselves. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wellbeing 
We encourage our children to 
listen and respond with 
thoughtfulness and respect.  We 
will continue to teach Philosophy 
for Children to facilitate critical 
and deeper thinking and provide 
opportunities for children to 
practise these skills.  PSHE 
sessions are targeted to help 
children flourish in the school and 
wider community. This term will 
focus on Tolerance and Peace-
keeping. 

Expressive Arts 
In Art lessons, we begin the year with a focus on 
developing the children’s drawing and painting skills, 
including studying the work of Picasso.  We use the 
Charanga music programme and this term’s units are 
Mamma Mia! and playing the glockenspiel.  In French 
this term, the children will consolidate the learning in 
Year 3.  They will learn vocabulary concerning school 
and home and practise speaking and writing in class. 

PE 
Please ensure your child’s PE kit is in school every day.  
School PE kit consists of navy blue shorts/tracksuit 
bottoms, yellow PE T-shirt, trainers and socks (girls 
should not wear tights during PE sessions).  Please 
ensure all items are named. All jewellery should be 
removed before the session. Of the two PE sessions in 
Year 4, the first will be on Thursday afternoon with Mr. 
Smith and will include cross country, hockey and netball 
skills. The second session is on Friday afternoon taught 
by myself and Ms Wilkinson - orienteering this half term 
and gymnastics next. During the year, there will be 
other sporting events and opportunities, both in school 
and against local schools. 
If your child is unable to access a PE lesson due to injury 
or illness, please write a note to let us know.   

Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
This term the children will be studying The Romans. This 
will include learning about Julius Caesar’s attempted 
invasion in 55-54 BC, the Roman Empire by AD 42 and 
the power of its army, the successful invasion by 
Claudius and conquest, including Hadrian’s Wall. British 
resistance, for example, Boudica, ‘Romanisation’ of 
Britain: sites such as Caerwent and the impact of 
technology, culture and beliefs, including early 
Christianity.  

Homework 
Homework will continue to be 
sent home on Friday and should 
be handed back in by the 
following Wednesday.  It will 
consist of an English & Maths task 
and daily reading. This year our 
spelling and times tables tests will 
take place on a Thursday.  

High Ashurst – 10th, 11th and 12th 
September  
Gates will be open at 7:45am, the 
coach will arrive at 8am and will 
be departing as soon as possible. 
The coach will be picking us up to 
come back to school at 4:30pm, we 
anticipate being back by 
approximately 5:15pm. The 
children should wear jogging 
bottoms/leggings, t-shirt, 
sweatshirt/hoodie and 
trainer/walking shoes and a 
waterproof jacket. On each day 
please send your child in with a 
(nut-free) packed lunch, water 
bottle and a spare set of clothes 
and trainers. The days will be 
long for the children but very 
exciting and enjoyable! 
 

Key Dates 
W/C 9.9.19 - External After School clubs start 
10/11/12.9.19 - High Ashurst daily visits 
11.9.19 - Internal After school club replies back 
W/C 16.9.19 - Internal After School clubs start 
26.9.19 - PTFA AGM – School (6 pm – 7.30 pm) 
4.10.19 - Year 1 Cake Sale (3.15 pm) 
4.10.19 - Governors’ quiz night – 7.30 pm – 9.00 pm 
7.10.19 - INSET DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED 
11.10.19 - Harvest Service – Christ Church – 1.30 pm 
 



 
And finally… 
Please let the member of staff on the gate in the morning know of any changes to your child’s 
normal routine or catch us in the playground at the end of the day with a quick comment or 
question.  If you would like to speak with me more privately, please let me know or contact the 
school office to arrange an appointment.  Please do keep an eye on the school website which lists 
all the key dates for the Autumn term. 
We look forward to teaching your children this year. 
Mrs Rutter & Ms Wilkinson. 
 


