
 
 

 

Year 5 Spring Term Newsletter 
Welcome back to Year 5 and Happy New Year! Thank you for your generosity before Christmas. I hope 
you have all had a wonderful and relaxing Christmas holiday and the children are ready for an action-

packed and exciting term.  
This half term our value is WISDOM and after half term our value will be HOPE.  

English  
Our English lessons will continue to centre on a 
variety of high quality texts, which will enable 
the children to explore a vast range of genres and 
concepts. We have an exciting unit of work 
planned based around Carol Anne Duffy’s book 
‘The Lost Happy Endings’. This book asks children 
to think about what would happen if we lost the 
happy endings to stories.  
Grammar is taught within our scheme of work 
using activities, games, videos and songs. This 
term,we are focusing on the application of 
accurate grammar and punctuation in reading 
and writing.  
All children are expected to read regularly at 
home and we ask that yellow reading diaries live 
in school bags so they can be accessed at school 
and at home. 

Maths 
This term will be covered the following aspects of the 
curriculum: 

 number and place value (6-digit rounding, 
counting and negative numbers) 

 addition and subtraction (including adding 
and subtracting decimals) 

 properties of shapes (naming, measuring and 
identifying angles) 

 multiplication and division (Division three 
digit number by two digit number with a 
remainder / fraction remainder or a 
decimal remainder. 

 fractions, 
 measurement (using metric and imperial 

units, calculating perimeters.) 
 decimals (ordering thousandths) 
 statistics (line graphs) 
 percentages. 

Please feel free to come and speak to me if you need 
clarification regarding our methods of teaching any  
element of Mathematics.  
 

Science 
Last term we had very successful visits to St Bede’s 
School. Thank you for your help bringing the 
children to the lessons on time. The children enjoyed 
the lessons full of thrilling experiments.  
During Spring term our topic is ‘Animals including 
Humans’ where we will look at the changes that 
happen in humans during gestation, and from birth 
to old age.  

 

R.E 

This will be taught across Key Stage Two on 
Tuesday afternoons. This term we are focusing on 
Christianity. To start with, the children are going 
to be learning about the representation of Jesus 
throughout the Bible in the unit ‘Who is Jesus?’ 
After half term we will be exploring the concept of 
pilgrimage and asking whether every Christian 
should go on a pilgrimage. We will look at 
different places for pilgrimage and the differences 
between special and sacred places. We will also 
consider what is more important to Christians – 
the journey or the destination. 

Uniform  
Please check that ALL items of your child’s 
uniform, including coats and bags, are clearly 
labelled to help them become more responsible and 
independent.  The school uniform is grey trousers 
or skirt/dress with a yellow polo shirt and blue 
Nutfield Church jumper/cardigan. Please ensure 
your child has a winter coat during the colder 
months.  

Homework 
Homework will be sent home on Friday and must 
be handed back in by the following Wednesday to 
be checked in the classroom on Thursday. 
 

 

Well-being 
n PSHE this half term our units are the Rule of Law 
and internet safety. We will use what we discuss in 
PSHE and this term’s values of Wisdom and Hope as 
inspiration in our P4C lessons. We encourage our 
children to listen and respond with thoughtfulness 
and respect. We will use a stimulus such as a picture, 
object or a short film to inspire philosophical 
questions which we will discuss to encourage deeper 
thinking. 



 
And finally… 
If you have any quick questions or concerns please feel 
free to catch me in the playground at the end of the day.  
If you would like to speak me more privately, please let 
me know or contact the school office to arrange an 
appointment.  Please do keep an eye on the school website 
which lists all the key dates for the Spring term. 
 
Mrs Cox– Year 5 Class Teacher 

P.E 
On Monday afternoons the children will have P.E with me. Mr Smith will take the children for P.E on a 
Friday afternoon. Please ensure your child has the correct P.E kit on this day: navy blue shorts/tracksuit 
bottoms (especially during these colder months), yellow T-shirts and trainers (no plimsoles). Please make sure 
all items of your child’s P.E kit are named. P.E. kits should be brought to school on Monday and will be sent 
home on Friday for washing.  
 

Expressive Arts  
During our Art lessons this term we will be using clay to 
create runes and an Anglo Saxon-inspired belt buckle. We 
will also be making our own Anglo-Saxon inspired weaving 
patterns out of wool. During our Music unit this term all 
the learning is focused around the jazz genre. The material 
presents an integrated approach to music where games, the 
dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), singing and 
playing instruments are all linked.  
In French, we will be learning to talk about a school trip, 
and will be able to describe what we can see out of the 
window on a car or train journey. 
  

PPA 
My weekly non-contact time is on a Wednesday afternoon. 
The children will have a times tables test and a French 
lesson taken by Mrs Brooks. In addition, they will have P.E 
with Mr Smith. 

 

Dates to remember 
7.1.20 – External clubs start 
W/C 2o.1.20 –  Internal clubs start 
27.1.20 – PTFA Cinema 3.30-5.30 pm 
7.2.20 – PTFA Quiz Night 7.30-10 pm 
17.2.20 to 21.2.20 - Half Term 
26.2.20 – Year 5 Class Collective Worship 
9am 
2.3.19 – St David’s Day - St David’s team to 
wear yellow or gold 
4.3.19 to 8.3.19 – Book Week 
13.3.20 – Sports’ Relief sporting event 
W/C 16.3.19 – Internal clubs end 
17.3.20 – St Patrick’s Day - St Patrick’s team 
to wear green 
17-23.3.20–  Book Fair 
24.3.20 to 26.3.20– Parents’ Evening 3.30-6 
pm 
3.4.20 – Easter Service 1.30pm. 
3.4.20 – Last day of Spring Term 3.15 pm 
3.4.20 – PTFA Easter Egg Hunt 3.15-4 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
Our topic this term is Anglo Saxons verses The Vikings. 
During this topic we will explore what Britain was like 
before the first Viking invasions. We will find out about the 
Viking settlement of Britain (Danelaw) and how this 
affected the Anglo Saxons. We will learn about Alfred the 
Great and why he was dubbed ‘Alfred the Great.’ We will 
explore what life was like for Vikings and Anglo Saxons 
living in Britain, including crime and punishment in this 
era. We will conclude the unit by finding out how and 
when England became a unified country.  

As part of our termly Love Project we have 
decided to once again  support the charity 
Love Works. This is a local charity which 
helps those in need of food and can offer 
assistance with paying utility bills. Starting 
in January, we will be running our ‘Tin A 
Week’ project again. As the name suggests, 
we are asking that each family bring a tin of 
food into school each week. Items which are 
particularly needed include: tins of meat, 
cereals, jam, pasta sauce, tins of fruit, rice 
pudding, tins of vegetables, coffee, small bags 
of sugar and rice. We will be displaying a 
fundraising thermometer on our ‘Love 
Project’ board in the foyer, to chart the 
progress of our collection. Our aim is to 
collect at least 500 items by half term 
(Friday 14th February). We are looking to 
continue our ‘Tin a Week’ project into the 
second half of the Spring term. Wouldn’t it 
be great if we managed to get another 500 
items! Nutfield Church Primary School is a 
partner of Love Works.  
Love Works please follow the 
link http://www.loveworks.org.uk/ 

http://www.loveworks.org.uk/

