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 Year 2 Autumn Term Newsletter

Welcome to Year 2!  This year, Miss Morris will teach Year 2 on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, Mrs Fine will teach the class on Thursday and Friday.  Miss Welland and Mrs Parry will also be working in Year 2.
This half term, our value is COMMUNITY.  After half term our value will be PEACE.
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And finally…

We have lots of exciting learning planned for this term and are committed to helping your children to reach their full potential across the curriculum. If you have any quick questions or concerns please feel free to catch us in the playground at the end of the day.  We are very happy to answer your queries and it is always good to see you!  If you would like to speak with Miss Morris or Mrs Fine more privately, please see us to arrange an appointment.  We look forward to getting to know you and working with your children in the coming weeks and months.  

Miss Morris, Mrs Fine, Miss Welland and Mrs Parry
Year 2 Team
RE 


In addition to our daily Christian Collective Worship, this term the children will be learning more about key Jewish festivals, through our unit “Why are they having a Jewish Party?”  Towards the end of the term will be thinking about Christmas.  Our RE unit will be, “Where is the light of Christmas?”





English 


Much of our English work will focus around books and will include a range of drama and practical activities to develop speaking and listening skills and to help the children really engage with and understand a text before writing about it.  This term we will be developing our reading and writing skills. There will be a focus on correct sentence structure and the use of accurate grammar and punctuation.  We will also be thinking about choosing exciting adjectives to make our writing more impactful and to extend our vocabulary. Guided Reading takes place in class each morning.  The Children are grouped and will be heard to read once every week as part of a group by the class teacher.  In addition, children will be heard reading individually by Miss Welland and by the class teacher.  Please read regularly at home with your child.  We appreciate your help to look after your child’s reading record and ensure they are signed regularly and are kept in your child’s book bag.  








Maths 


We start this term by looking at Place Value; looking at Tens and Units and developing our knowledge of number.  This is vitally important to help the children develop a secure understanding of Mathematics.  We will be learning to add and subtract, using larger numbers, introducing three-digit numbers and new written methods of calculation.  We will be focusing throughout the year on applying our mathematical knowledge to solve problems in a range of practical contexts and encouraging the children to do this with increasing independence. We will also focus this term on ensuring that the children not only know the 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables but that they understand the process behind multiplication.  The children will also develop their skills in shape, money and telling the time to the nearest five minutes.





Science


 Our topic this term will be Animals including Humans.  We will be thinking about the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, food, air). We will also learn the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of food, and hygiene. 


The children are encouraged to ask their own questions and share what they already know about a topic.  





Homework


This will be sent home on Friday and must be handed back in by the following Wednesday.  Spellings will be sent home on Friday and tested the following Friday.  Please help your child to learn their spellings.  In addition to this, children should be reading aloud to an adult regularly at home.  We will also send home some Maths homework each week, which will sometimes be accessible online through Mathletics.  The aim is to consolidate the children’s understanding of concepts taught in class.





Philosophy and PSHE


At Nutfield Church, we encourage our children to listen and respond to others with thoughtfulness and respect.  This year we will continue to teach Philosophy for Children (P4C) to facilitate critical and deeper thinking and provide opportunities for children to practise these skills.  


In P.S.H.E, we will use our use our school values as the basis of our work; Community, Peace, Wisdom, Hope, Dignity and Joy.





P.E


On Wednesday afternoons the children will have P.E with Mr Smith.  Mrs Fine will lead a second P.E session on Thursday afternoons.  This term, the focus will be gymnastics and dance.  We will also be developing the children’s hand-eye coordination and their familiarity with a range of equipment through Multi-Skills sessions.  Please ensure your child has the correct P.E kit: navy blue shorts/tracksuit bottoms and navy blue/yellow T-shirts.  Please check that all items of your child’s P.E kit are named.  Any children wearing earrings must remove these for all P.E sessions.  P.E is a statutory part of the curriculum and we expect the children to take part in full kit.  If for any reason your child is unable to take part in a P.E lesson, please inform us in writing.  





Uniform 


Please check ALL items of your child’s uniform, coats and bags are clearly labeled to help them become more independent and responsible for their own belongings.  The school uniform comprises: grey trousers or skirt/dress with a yellow polo shirt and blue Nutfield jumper/cardigan.  Jewelry should be minimal for health and safety reasons.  Shoes must be dark-coloured, sensible and weather appropriate.  








Expressive Arts 


In Art this term, our focus will be on developing the children’s drawing and painting skills, looking at shadow, tone and exploring using different resources.  Music will be closely linked to our topic.  The children will learn to recall and match a range of sounds to their source.  We will, of course, also be practising later in the term for the Nativity.





Knowledge and Understanding of the World


Our main topic this term will be Amazing Africa, which we will study from a geographical perspective.  The children will learn to locate the different continents of the world, including Africa and will become familiar with the names of the key oceans of the world. They will learn more about the climate in Africa and how the people in different parts of the continent may live.  They will also use basic vocabulary to describe areas of Africa in terms of the landscape, animals and the lifestyle of the people.  Through Art and DT, the children will learn about some African traditions and will have the opportunity to design and make their own Maasai necklaces.   In addition to this, we will also take some time after half term to study the Gun Powder Plot.  The children will learn about the key conspirators involved in the plot and some of the reasons for their actions.  We will use computing, music and art sessions to compliment and extend our learning.





We look forward to an exciting and fun-packed term of work!








