
 

Outside learning is the use of places other than the classroom for teaching and learning. It is about getting our children 

out and about, providing them with challenging, exciting and different experiences to help them learn. We believe that 

outdoor learning is an essential way of learning and it should not be restricted to the summer or as an ‘add-on’ after 

core or foundation subject have been taught. At Nutfield Church Primary school we are blessed with an abundance of 

land and we want our children to have frequent access to continuous and progressive experiences in the school 

grounds. These experiences are utilised as a tool for teaching, learning and delivering the curriculum across all subject 

areas. Discreet opportunities for outside learning can be found in our wellbeing curriculum for all learners, every week 

and all year round. Outdoor learning is a powerful tool that is proven to raise attainment, bolster social, emotional and 

personal development and contributes to the health and wellbeing of our children. This termly newsletter has been put 

together to share what your children have been doing in their outdoor learning lessons. 

 

Year 1 and Year 5: Chickens! 

Preparations are well underway in Years 1 and 6 to welcome chickens at Nutfield Church primary school. In the sum-

mer term, The Happy Chick Company, which specialises in providing chick hatching experiences for schools, will be 

delivering eggs with living embryos and incubators for the Year 1 and Year 5 classrooms. Children will be able to ob-

serve the hatching of the eggs and subsequently enjoy watching the chicks grow and seeing their personalities and 

little characters develop. The school have used the The Happy Chick Company before for egg hatching experiences, 

but unlike previous years, this year we will be keeping a number of the chicks to live with us at school. It is hoped that 

through caring for chickens, children will make connections with the natural world and animals. Additionally, it will 

reconnect them with where their food comes from and allow them to make informed food choices of their own.  

In anticipation of the arrival of our chickens in the summer term, Year 5 have been hard at work researching chicken-

keeping and husbandry. During their wellbeing lessons,  children in Year 5 considered the cost of looking after chick-

ens, what would happen at weekends and holidays, how they would manage the day to day care of the hens, how 

they would ensure good hygiene and finally what type of coop to buy.   

 

Volunteers 

In order for us to look after our chickens successfully, we are 

looking to form a working party of parent volunteers who 

would be willing to help look after our chickens during the 

weekends and the holidays. If this is something you would be 

interested in helping with, please could you register your 

interest with the school office through the email:  

info@nutfield.surrey.sch.uk 

We fully embrace the vision stated in the Church of England’s Vision for Education ‘Deeply Christian Serving the 

Common Good’ published in July 2016 of educating the whole person. We aim for our children and members of the 

wider school community to flourish in all they do and ‘live life in all its fullness’. (John 10:10)  
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Year 2: Trinity Gardens: 

It’s fair to say that most children love digging in the dirt! This has been no exception for our Year 2 children who, 

under the watchful eye of Mr Bowen and Mrs Vaughey have been appointed the school’s ‘gardeners’ this year! The 

importance of gardening cannot be understated as it contributes to the conservation of insects and biodiversity. In 

addition to environmental benefits, gardening has a big effect on children as they go through physical, emotional 

and social development. Over the autumn and spring terms, the Year Two children have been out in small groups 

every week weeding and composting the plots in Trinity Gardens. Gardening tasks such as weeding have allowed 

the children to use vital motor skills through using basic gardening equipment. When deciding on what vegetables 

and plants the children would like to grow, children learnt about soil nutrition, life cycles of crops and vegetables 

and also the seasonal nature of food. The hope is that by the summer, the children will see their hard work materi-

alise as they watch something they have planted evolve from a tiny seed into a beautiful plant… or even vegetables 

they can enjoy during school lunches! In this respect, planting and growing food has also offered our children the 

opportunity to learn about nutrition. It is hoped that children may also be more willing to try new vegetables if they 

have grown their own. 

https://www.handmadeplaces.co.uk/2019/02/minibeast-activities-insect-conservation-schools/


Year 3: Bird Watching 

This year, Year 3 have been busy recording the bird activity in the school grounds. Every week small groups have been visiting 

the bird hide in the wildlife area, and recording the bird activity. Children have learnt about the different ways to identify a 

bird by staying still and listening to hear the different sounds. Children have also learnt how to identify a bird through the 

different colours of its feathers, beaks, their feet and legs.  

So far this year, the children have learnt which birds are native to our local environment and have gathered, recorded,  classi-

fied and presented their data in a variety of ways to show the activity in the school grounds.   

In order to encourage more birds to the wildlife area, the children made a variety of bird feeders with an assortment of fats, 

feeds and mealworms – which were devoured quickly!  Certain types of food attracts different kinds of birds, for example 

chaffinches will hop around on the ground below the bird table and thrushes will visit your garden if they have fruit and ber-

ries to eat. Children are still hoping to see a great spotted woodpecker at the bird feeders as they prefer wooded areas, which 

is where our bird hide is situated. Feral ring-necked parakeets have also been seen flying around the school grounds. 

This term children at school and at home were encouraged to take part in the RSPB’s  Big Schools’ Birdwatch. The keyworker 

children went outside onto the school field and sat for nearly an hour to observe all the different birds and wildlife that were 

coming into our school grounds. 

In the summer term the children will be designing and creating their own bird baths to place around the school grounds.  

 



Year 4: Bug Hotel 

While many hotels may have their doors firmly shut to visitors at the moment, at Nutfield Church Primary school there is one 

hotel which will be ready to receive guests from the summer term! This year, Year 4 have been working hard on creating a 

Bug Hotel. Year 4 children took on the role of architects and have been busy researching different ‘rooms’ for the multi-story 

hotel. The final plans have now been submitted and approved and work will begin this term on the big build.   

The children have designed The Bug Hotel to have different layers or ‘rooms’ full of all sorts of materials, providing hidey-

holes for creatures galore. It is hoped that the Bug Hotel will shelter anything from hedgehogs to toads, worms, ladybirds and 

woodlice. This term small groups will be going out every week and creating different layers and the hope is for a ‘grand-

opening’ at the start of the summer term. Once the Bug Hotel is ‘open’ children will continue to visit the Bug Hotel every 

week and use an observation camera to record the activity of the residents.  

Children have been busy writing to local business asking for discarded items, such as crates to build the hotel. If anyone has 

any of the following items they would be able to donate, please email the school at info@nutfield.surrey.sch.uk  

 

 Old wooden pallets 

 Strips of wood 

 Straw 

 Moss 

 Old terracotta pots 

 Old roofing tiles 

 Bricks, preferably those with holes through them 

 Old logs 

 Bark 

 Pine cones  

 Sand 

 Soil 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.co.uk%2Fpin%2F195132596335076748%2F&psig=AOvVaw0qgdHmjtpvAvTom74t6qGr&ust=1614069276573000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLj9qMKX_e4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ

