
 

Outside learning is the use of places other than the classroom for teaching and learning. It is about getting 

our children out and about, providing them with challenging, exciting and different experiences to help them 

learn. We believe that outdoor learning is an essential way of learning and it should not be restricted to the 

summer or as an ‘add-on’ after core or foundation subject have been taught. At Nutfield Church Primary 

school we are blessed with an abundance of land and we want our children to have frequent access to con-

tinuous and progressive experiences in the school grounds. These experiences are utilised as a tool for teach-

ing, learning and delivering the curriculum across all subject areas. Discreet opportunities for outside learn-

ing can be found in our wellbeing curriculum for all learners, every week and all year round. Outdoor learn-

ing is a powerful tool that is proven to raise attainment, bolster social, emotional and personal development 

 
We fully embrace the vision stated in the Church of England’s Vision for Education ‘Deeply Christian 

Serving the Common Good’ published in July 2016 of educating the whole person. We aim for our chil-

dren and members of the wider school community to flourish in all they do and ‘live life in all its full-

ness’. (John 10:10)  

Outdoor Learning Newsletter 

Autumn 2021 

Chickens Year 1 ! 

As part on the Wellbeing + curriculum, Year 1  are responsible for looking after the chickens each morning and 
attending to all their needs. This term Year 1 have been thinking about what the chickens need to stay healthy 
and happy and that birds have needs just like humans. They have also been  learning  lots of interesting facts 
about chickens for example, a chicken not only learns to recognise their name but all the other chickens in the 
flock too! 

In their Wellbeing lessons, the children created some portrait paintings of the chickens. They spent time ob-
serving and carefully sketching them. They thought about all their different features, colours and textures. 
Once back in the classroom the children used watercolours to complete their pictures. Chickens are quite chal-
lenging to draw but we made great attempts! 



Chickens Year 5 ! 

This term in Year 5, the children have embraced their duties of looking after the chickens. As part of the Well-

being+ curriculum a daily rota has been put in place and children take it in turns every week to look after the 

chickens. It is the responsibility of the children in Year 5 to tidy the chicken coop and run and to date stamp 

the eggs. Once per half term, the whole class help to rotate the chicken coop (which is on wheels) to ensure 

that the chickens have enough grass. The chickens are very sociable and enjoy interacting with the children. 

They are developing their own personalities and are even beginning to recognise their names! We have re-

cently added ‘boredom busters’ to the coop. The children have made a string of CDS which dangle from the 

roof, they also have a xylophone and two nets which are filled with broccoli, cauliflower and cabbage for them 

to peck at. They are particularly enjoying the cauliflower—that is always the first to disappear! 

As part of their Wellbeing lessons in class, Year 5 have been learning all about eggs. The children are currently 

preparing a video which will be posted on our website which gives a guided tour of the coop and teaches us 

how to look after chickens and shares facts they have learnt about eggs.   

Nutfield Church Market Stall 

On Mondays and Thursdays at 3.15 pm there 

will be a market stall with freshly laid eggs from 

our chickens. The chickens lay four eggs a day 

our collected every morning by the children in 

Year 1. Children in Year 5 date stamp the eggs 

and prepare the market stall. There is an hones-

ty box for donations. All money raised will go 

towards the upkeep of the chickens. 

 
 



Benefits of Gardening 

Physical Health Research has shown that school gardening encourages children to take more responsibility 
for their own physical health, safety and diet. Children with access to decent green space are 24% more 
likely to be physically active. The children become active in varied and imaginative ways, so gardening is 
often not seen as exercise. Learning to delicately grasp roots and stems amongst other more intricate 
movements also develops fine motor skills that can help in many other aspects of school life, such as hold-
ing a pen. As well as encouraging a healthier lifestyle through activity, school gardening has also been 
shown to improve children’s fruit and vegetable intake by a portion a day. Willingness to try new vegeta-
bles at home can also increase when children are involved in the growing and cooking process at school. 
There is a strong correlation between happiness and feeling connected with the natural world. The thera-
peutic features and facilitation of a place to be creative allows a mental escape . Gardens are often 
‘peaceful’ places for many, reducing stress and increasing engagement and motivation, particularly in the 
classroom. For children, there is a great sense of personal achievement, pride and empowerment in seeing 
their efforts come together. Self esteem is boosted watching their work make a difference; meanwhile chil-
dren learn patience, resilience and problem solving skills when the school garden takes time to take shape, 
or when adverse weathers cause set-backs. 

Trinity Gardens: Year 2 

Over the first half of the autumn term,  the children in Year Two have been out in small groups every week weed-
ing and composting the plots in the kitchen gardens and also Trinity Gardens . Thank you so much to our Year 2 
parents  and carers who have ensured that the children have gardening gloves, wellies and trowels with them 
every week! The children were very pleased to be able to dig up potatoes, carrots and an abundance of green 
beans which were planted by our current Year 3 class last year. Children have also been busy planting daffodil 
bulbs in preparation for Mothering Sunday. 

In class the children have been learning about the seasonal nature of foods  and learning about the optimal time 
to plant vegetable seeds in order to get the best harvest. The children have written planting plans for the year and 
are looking forward to planting onion seeds and garlic bulbs after half term. The children are also hoping to create 
a herb garden and winter hanging baskets. They will also be planting a rose bush and thistles in honour of Saint 
George and Saint Andrew. 



Year 3: The Wildlife Area 

Every week, as part of the children’s Wellbeing+ curriculum, small groups  of children from Year 3, accompa-

nied by Mrs Brooks have been visiting the bird hide in the wildlife area and have been busily recording the bird 

activity in the school grounds. This term children have been learning  the different ways they can identify a 

bird. Firstly they have been using the RSPB website to listen to different bird songs to aid with bird identifica-

tion. If you would like to listen to some of the bird songs please click on the following link: https://

www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/ . Once in the wildlife area the children are learning to stay 

still and listening our for the different sounds the birds make in order to identify them. Children have also been 

learning how to identify a bird through the different colours of its feathers, beaks, their feet and legs. They 

have been using the  RSPB bird identification guide online to help them: https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-

wildlife/wildlife-guides/identify-a-bird/. The children have been keeping a tally of the birds they have seen and 

keep a record of them in  their classroom. Last half term children have spotted: 

 36 Pigeons 

 11 Black birds 

 7 Sparrows 

 3 Collared doves 

 2 Seagulls 

 2 Red kites  

 

Back in class the children have been researching which birds can be found in the gardens around Britain. The 

children each selected one of these birds to focus on and this term they have been busy  researching and cre-

ating fact files. Within their research, the children were tasked with finding out more about the birds’ habitats 

and diets. The children can then use this information to encouraging more of these birds to our school grounds.  

Next half term the children will be making a variety of bird feeders from a variety of different ingredients. We 

are also hoping to welcome a speaker from the East Surrey branch of the RSPB to come and speak to the chil-

We are currently in need of bird 

feeders  and nesting boxes. If 

anyone has any at home that 

they could donate we would be 

most grateful. If you can help 

please could you kindly email 

the school office:  

info@nutfield.surrey.sch.uk 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/identify-a-bird/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/identify-a-bird/


Peter Rabbit 

In the spring term of 2021, children in Reception adopted Peter Rabbit. 

Peter lives outside in a cosy hutch with his own walk-in run. He is visited 

at least twice a day the Reception children, who ensure that he is fed, 

watered, cleaned and played with. The Ark children also pay him a visit 

after school. On a Wednesday Year 6 and Reception children work to-

gether to clean out Peter’s hutch. 

Bug Hotel 

Last year, the current Year 5 children spent time researching and 

constructing a Bug Hotel in the wildlife area. This year, our current 

Year 4 have continued to build on the fantastic work started last 

year. After spending a term researching, plans are now underway to 

build a layer at the base of the Bug Hotel to attract frogs and toads. 

Children learnt that frogs and toads like damp, cool spots and areas 

where they can hide away from the sun and potential predators. This 

layer will therefore need to be muddy and messy, full of leaves, log 

piles and vegetation. Children plan to bury plant pots on their sides 

and partially burying them will provide much-needed shelter for any 

frogs visiting the Bug Hotel. Plans are also underway for a ‘roof top 

terrace’ with nectar rich wild flower garden for butterflies, bees and 

other pollinating insects. 

 



 Year 6: Guinea Pigs 

During Wellbeing + lessons, Year 6 have been supporting EYFS with looking after Peter Rabbit and cleaning out his 

cage and his run on a weekly basis. Year 6 are also looking forward to welcoming guinea pigs this spring! This 

term the children have been researching the benefits of having pets in school and have created posters to show 

how animals can promote a person’s wellbeing. On 21st March 2019, Sir Antony Seldon, the vice-chancellor of 

the University of Buckingham, hosted a conference about wellbeing in education, in the event he suggested that 

every school should have a pet. There is scientific evidence that pets can help people cope with stress and be-

come more relaxed. Caring for a pet is also a great education in itself. It teaches us to think about what others 

need, encourages kindness and gives children the chance to experience the responsibility of looking after a pet. 

Pets can improve physical health too, as children can have the opportunity to platy with the animals during the 

school day, meaning they will get exercise and stay fit and active.  Next term the children in Year 6 will begin their 

research into guinea pigs. Before the guinea pigs arrive they will need to know: What types of breeds are there? 

How long do they live for? What do they need to survive? What do they eat?  

EYFS and Year 1 Farm Tours 

On Tuesday 12th, Wednesday 13th and Thursday 

14th October we hosted our first farm tour to our 

Reception and Year 1 parents and carers. We had a 

fantastic turn out and it was wonderful to be able to 

show case our Wellbeing Curriculum and talk about 

the impact it is having on the children’s physical and 

mental wellbeing and also their self-esteem. Parents 

and carers were shown the wildlife area including 

the bird hide and Bug Hotel. They were also          

introduced to the chickens and Peter and had the 

opportunity to ask questions and learn about their 

daily care.  



Volunteering and Fundraising 

Volunteers – we need you! 

As you know, we are actively developing our Wellbeing curriculum as we focus on providing an outstanding 

Quality of Education for all children and the animals are a bold step towards that. The success of our outdoor 

learning curriculum is very much dependent on the generosity of our parents. We already have a thriving volun-

teer programme who help care for the chickens and Peter rabbit at weekends and during the holidays. We are 

always looking for new volunteers, so if you think this is something you would like to be involved in, please con-

tact the school office: info@nutfield.surrey.sch.uk 

Donations 

If you are unable to come into school at weekends or during the holidays there are other ways you can help. We 

have set up a tab on Sco-Pay and are asking parents and carers to donate £3 a month to help feed and care for 

our animals.  Alternatively, attached to this newsletter is a list of essential items we need to care for our animals,  

just purchasing one of these items would help us to secure the future of  our outdoor learning curriculum. These 

items are usually sourced from Pets at Home. Thank you so much in advance.   

Hop-a-thon  

It was so kind of SO many of you to support us in our fundrais-

ing efforts.  This was the first annual Hop-a-thon and raised an 

amazing £1473.50! This has paid for the food and bedding we 

have paid for so far and has covered some of the additional 

housing we have purchased for Peter and the chickens, sup-

porting the PTFA’s generous giving of the wish list from last 

year. So, by giving to school fund (which supports building/

capital costs), your contributions to the PTFA fundraising 

efforts, this new sponsorship opportunity as well as our curric-

ulum budget means that we are able to sustain our efforts over 

time.  

 

 

Thank you to Mrs McPherson 

We would like to say a heartfelt thank you 
to Mrs McPherson who has donated a wide 
variety of seeds for Trinity Gardens and a 
plum tree. The children in Year 2 have al-
ready planted the different varieties of gar-
lic bulbs and the plum tree in Trinity Gar-
dens. Mrs McPherson also donated a very 
special packet of Dahlia seeds entitled  
‘Bishops Children’ we can’t wait to see 
them bloom! 

We would like to say a huge 

thank you to Toni Middleton 

and her team at Haskins Garden 

Centre Snowhill, who have do-

nated seeds, plants and garden-

ing equipment to our school. 

This equipment will be used by 

our Year 2 children to maintain 

and nurture Trinity Gardens and 

our kitchen gardens. We can’t 

wait to see the results! Thank 

you so much!  



Chicken and Rabbit Shopping List 

 

 

 

Adult rabbit pellets 
Wood shavings 

Meadow hay 

Disinfectant spray 
Gnawing toys Layers Pellets 

Verm-X Poultry Zest Mite and lice powder 

Mixed grit 
Mixed corn 


